Marshal de Lautrec, who had succumbed to it, realized the futility of
continuing to hold entrenchments in which only disease and death
awaited them. They folded their tents, and commenced a retreat
which was converted into a rout by the troops the Prince of Orange
launched in pursuit.
That was the end of the French supremacy in Italy, and for his
signal contribution Prospero Adorno was by the Emperor appointed
to the office of Captain-General of the Neapolitan fleet. And there
were letters for him from Madrid in which the Marquis del Vasto,
felicitating him upon the glory he had earned, assured him of the high
commendation of his action by the Emperor,
From Genoa, meanwhile^ came news of another sort.
Andrea Doria had concluded the agreement with Charles V
whereby he was appointed Imperial Admiral of the Mediterranean.
It had become widely known of late that the Emperor was proposing
to take him into his service. But only one or two, who like del Vasto
were very close in His Majesty's confidence, were aware that it was
his intention to give him the supreme command of the Mediterranean
fleets. At the last moment when this intention became of necessity
divulged, there was frank and hostile criticism of it from the Spanish
nobles about-His Majesty's person. They were hot with resentment
that such an office should be entrusted to a foreigner, considering that
their own ranks contained so many seamen whom they accounted of
at least equal merit.
A prince less resolute or obstinate than Charles V might have
bowed before so formidable a body of opposition. But the young
Emperor, in what they accounted his infatuation, was not to b£
dissuaded.
Following almost immediately upon his appointment, Andrea
Doria had moved out of Lerici, had landed a force in Genoa, and had
taken possession of a city too weakened by the visitation of the plague
to offer any resistance* This done, he had proceeded to reform the
government, and to persuade the people that under Imperial protection
he brought them at last liberty and autonomy. He protested that he
had quitted the service of France because in this very matter King
Francis had broken faith with him, and that his one aim and endeavour
had been to deliver his country from foreign vassalage.
The reaction of public feeling in his favour was immediate. Hailed
as the saviour of Genoa, he was insistently offered the diical crown,
which had been borne by so many of his forebears. Firmly he refused,
and thereby increased his credit. He could continue, he asserted, to
serve the Republic better on the seas.. At the same time the new con-
stitution which he established considerably curtailed the Doge's power
and left him under the tutelage of five censors. These were to be
periodically elected, with the exception of Doria9 himself, who accepted
the appointment of censor for life. Thus, without assuming any
trappings of office, he made himself the real and paramount master of
the State.
Tt was not quite as Scipione had counted or as Prospero had hoped
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